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SUBJECT:  Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM)

PURPOSE:  To provide information on awarding the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal.

BACKGROUND:  The Department of Defense announced approval and implementing instructions of the GWOTEM and GWOTSM on 17 March 2004. The medals were established to recognize the significant contributions of all members of the Armed Forces in combating and supporting the global war on terrorism throughout the world on or after 11 September 2001 to a date to be determined.

EVERY SOLDIER IS ENTITLED TO THE GWOTSM
DISCUSSION:  

1.  The Army Human Resource Command (HRC) issued implementing instructions regarding processing, award and wear of the GWOTEM, Key points follow:

a.  The GWOTEM will be awarded to soldiers who deployed abroad and completed 30 consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days of service in Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom in specific geographic Area of Eligibility (AOE)  Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bulgaria (Bourgas), Crete, Cyprus, Diego Garcia, Djibouti, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethopia, Iran, Iraq, Isreal, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Romania (Constanta), Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Syria, Tajikistan, Turkey (East of 35 degrees East Latitude), Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Yemen, That portion of the Arabian Sea north of 10 degrees north latitude and west of 68 degrees longitude, Bab El Mandeb, Gulf of the Mediterranean Sea east of 28 degrees east longitude, Persian Gulf, Red Sea, Strait of Hormuz, and Suez Canal.

OR

Be engaged in actual combat against the enemy and under circumstances involving grave danger of death or seriously bodily injury from enemy action, regardless, of time in the AOE.

OR

While participating in the designated operation, regardless of time is killed or wounded/injured requiring medical evacuation from the AOE.

OR

Soldiers participating as a regularly assigned air crew member flying sorties into, out of, within, or over the AOE in direct support of Operations Enduring Freedom and/or Iraqi Freedom. Each day that one or more sorties are flown IAW the criteria shall count as one day towards the 30 consecutive or 60 non-consecutive day requirement.

b.  The GWOTEM may be awarded posthumously to any soldier who lost his/her life without regard to the length of tour. Soldiers may be eligible to receive both the GWOTEM and the GWOTSM, if they meet the criteria. Only one award of the GWOTEM and GWOTSM may be authorized for any individual. HRC will provide additional guidance on the battle stars/service stars via separate message.

c.  Awarding of the GWOTEM will not require publication of award orders.

d.  The Personnel Service Center will update soldiers Military records when provided supporting documentation (ie. Travel Voucher/Travel orders).

2.  POC this office is Mr. Teyema, Comm (586) 574-8312, DSN 786-8312.
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WAR ON TERRORISM EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL

RsE

RIBBON: Scarlet, white and blue represent the
United States.  Light blue refers to  worldwide
cooperation against terrorism, gold  denotes
excellence.

OBVERSE: A bronze color metal disc charged
with a shield adapted from the Great Seal of the
United States surmounting two swords hilts to base
saltirewise enclosed within a wreath of laurel; overall
an eagle, wings displayed. grasping in its claws a
serpent._ The shield and eagle represent the United
States. The swords denote readiness and the resolve
to fight international terrorism, which is symbolized
by the serpent crushed in the eagle’s claws. The
wreath denotes honor and achievement.

REVERSE:  The eagle, serpent and swords from
the front of the medal within the encircling inscription
“War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal".




 Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary 
Medal
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WAR ON TERRORISM SERVICE MEDAL

RIBEO! Scarlet, white and blue represents
the United States. Gold denotes excellence.

OBVERSE: A bronze color metal disc charged
vith an eagle, ings displayed, with a stylized shield
of thirteen vertical bars on its breast and holding in
dexter claw an olive branch and in sinister claw three
arrows, all in front of a temestrial globe with the
inscription above, WAR ON TERRORISM SERVICE
MEDAL". The eagle and shield, adapted from the
Great Seal, represents the United States. They
protect the globe above and behind, symbolizing
American resolve to combat and overcome global
elements of international terrorism. The laurel wreath
represents the drive for peace. The three arrows
signify vigilance, resolve, and peace.

REVERSE: A laurel wreath on a plain field.
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	The above display represents the correct order of precedence for ribbons most likely to be worn today on the Army uniform. Devices worn on these ribbons must be worn in a specific manner and are used to denote additional awards or participation in a specific event. For additional information about the proper order of display, placement of devices or about ribbons not shown, refer to AR 670-1.


